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more thunderous,, the wekd shriek of the flutes mote
ear-splitting, the lamas sway thek bodies faster and
faster to the rhythm of the music, then suddenly they
leap to their feet and, placing their palms on thek
brows, bow several times.

The ceremony proper is now over. The body is
placed on a terghe, or cart, and the procession starts
for the valley of death. A few hundred yards from
the haunt of the dogs the procession halts; only the
ferghe% accompanied by an armed man, goes on, right
into the "cemetery," the site of which is clearly marked
by the scattered bones of earlier arrivals* The body is
lifted down from the ferghe and placed on the ground.
Then the vehicle turns back. The hungry dogs fall
upon the body immediately after the departure of the
ftrghe9 and within a quarter of an hour there is a fresh
skeleton^ and one more grinning skull in the valley of
death.

The procession, together with the terghe, returns
to the "death-tent," where the vehicle is consigned to
the flames, for it is believed that to use a funeral cart
for any other purpose would bring disaster upon the
family.
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